ORDER OF WORSHIP
- August 30, 2026 — 5:00 PM -

~ Please pick up a hymnal and Bible (if needed) before the service ~

Welcome

*Call to Worship Psalpm 90:1-4

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. You return man to
dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” For a thousand years in your
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.

*Invocation
*Hymn of Adoration No. 30 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
Confession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

**The word catholic refers to all true believers throughout all ages.
Pastoral Prayer

*Scripture Reading Isaiah 41:8—13

But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of
Abraham, my friend; you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and
called from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I
have chosen you and not cast you off”; fear not, for I am with you; be
not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I
will uphold you with my righteous right hand. Behold, all who ate
incensed against you shall be put to shame and confounded; those who

strive against you shall be as nothing and shall perish. You shall seek
those who contend with you, but you shall not find them; those who war
against you shall be as nothing at all. For I, the LORD your God, hold
your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps
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you.

*Hymn of Preparation No. 94 How Firm a Foundation

Sermon Paul Before the Council Rev. John Moore

Acts 23:1-11 (pew Bible, page 932)

And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my
life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” And the high
priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the
mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed walll Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and
yet contrary to the law you order me to be struckr” Those who stood by
said, “Would you revile God’s high priest?” And Paul said, “I did not
know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, “You shall
not speak evil of a ruler of your people.” ” Now when Paul perceived that
one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the
council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect
to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” And
when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. For the Sadducees say that
there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees
acknowledge them all. Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes
of the Pharisees’ party stood up and contended sharply, “We find nothing
wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” And when
the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn
to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him
away from among them by force and bring him into the barracks. The
following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as
you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify
also in Rome.”

*Hymn of Response No. 689 Be Still, My Soul

*Benediction

*Please stand if you are able.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

“HIM WE PROCLAIM, warning everyone and teaching everyone

with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.”

Colossians 1:28



